
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 

June 5, 2020 
 
Dear Somers Families, 
 
The response to our request for community volunteers to join our Reentry Coalition was tremendous.  We have more 
than 50 parents and community members, more than 50 faculty and staff members, and all our district administrators 
who will work together on the reentry lead committee and subcommittees to create a reentry plan for this fall for our 
students.  We will benefit from the experiences of all the teachers, administrators and parents involved in developing 
the best learning opportunity available.  The entire committee will have its first meeting on June 10th to review our 
goals and then the subcommittees will start their work. 
 
There is a big difference between the crisis-driven model of distance learning we were thrust into this spring versus a 
well-planned and coordinated model we will be implementing this fall.  We’ve learned a great deal already and we will 
do better for our students.  This means a structured, daily schedule that prioritizes our students and allows parents and 
teachers to work cooperatively.  Whether they are in-school, at home, or a hybrid of the two, there will be a well-
balanced combination of live instruction and recorded lessons for all grades.  An example of a distance learning day for 
students will go from approximately 8:30am to 3:30pm, with roughly three hours of live instruction, balanced with 
time to work individually, and with breaks for lunch and recess.  As we develop our specific plan, we will share our 
progress with the community along the way.  One initiative already underway is obtaining iPads for all students in 
grades K-5. Some families will begin a pilot program at the end of June to help us determine how to best use those 
devices with our younger students. 
 
I wish that I could provide certainty about what ‘school’ will look like this fall.  We await official guidance from state 
and federal authorities, as well as the Centers for Disease Control (CDC).  It is more than likely that our re-opening 
will involve a hybrid of in-school and distance learning.  The state has told us to expect re-opening guidelines in mid-
July. Those guidelines will include health and safety protocols such as how many students are permitted on a bus at one 
time, how classrooms must be organized and sanitized, etc.  Once we receive those standards, our committees will 
incorporate them into our reentry plans.  In August, we will know how and when we will be starting school and 
whether the model with be a hybrid of in-school/distance learning or just distance learning. 
 
In this time of uncertainty, I am confident and resolved to one objective:  We will do better for our students.  We will 
provide more daily structure, more live instruction and more social-emotional wellness support.  Delivering on this 
objective will require the full cooperation of our teachers, our administrators, our parents, and our community.  We 
owe that to our children.  The extraordinary response from each of these groups to the creation of the Reentry Coalition 
gives me confidence that we will rise to the challenges of educating our children during this pandemic. 
 
Thank you to the volunteers who have agreed to give their time and energy to help us create the best possible reentry 
plan. More to come in the weeks ahead. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
        Dr. Raymond H. Blanch 
        Superintendent of Schools 
 

 
 
 


